[Comparison of 2 culture media for the isolation of Mycobacterium tuberculosis].
In Kinshasa, Zaire, 392 positive cultures were used to compare the isolation of mycobacteria on two different culture media (Löwenstein-Jensen and Ogawa (1%) with egg yolk). Although the Ogawa medium is reknown for being well adapted to the growth of atypical mycobacteria, we did not isolate more atypical mycobacteria from the tuberculous population of Kinshasa on Ogawa than were isolated in the previous years on Löwenstein-Jensen. However, significantly more M. tuberculosis were isolated on Ogawa (95% versus 88.4% on Löwenstein-Jensen). Other factors permitting, the use of the Ogawa medium is recommended.